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Home Written by Nigel Valentine
Ed't‘_’"al Cantinero sounds like the name of a band; and
Music a band hailing from one of the south western
Singles US states bordering Mexico. Probably knocking
Albums = o .
c . out music in the same mould as Calexico — all
ompilations 3 : 3
DVDS : | Mexican and country mfluences_nnterspersed
i g with a touch of everything from jazz to trip-hop.
Interviews : a2 N So Cantinero is of course of a solo artist born
Movies in West Brom and raised in Birmingham.
‘l;;.:at;:eiﬂ Cantinero aka Chris Hicken moved to New York 11 years ago
£ seeking fame and fortune with his band Bigmouth. The band
“A“:z::%? didn’t make it, although they did tour with UB40 (but that’s hardly

a call for celebration in my book) and when the band disintegrated
Chris stayed on in New York and during a seven year stint
working in bars he picked up the name Cantinero, which is
Spanish for bartender, and the name stuck.

Musically he’s a singer/songwriter in the vein of Rufus Wainwright
or Ed Harcourt although a few tracks give the strong and incorrect
impression that they were produced and mixed by Lemon Jelly.
There’s an eclectic mix of acoustic and Spanish guitars, piano and
ynthesizers, deep bass and spoken word with a touch of trip hop
‘thrown in alongside random samples from NY life — answering
achines, infomercials and dogs barking.

opodo

Travel your way

’;Covering subjects as diverse as the suburbanisation of the city,
‘unobtainable love and positivity it all adds up to something quite
pecial and standout tracks include ‘Nice Day’, ‘So Low’,
‘Tuesday’, ‘Make Me An Offer’ and ‘The Conversation’, a song
‘about the death of his father.

%Overall it's like a subtle cocktail, easy to enjoy and a pleasure to
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